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Colby, columnist
at oddsin painfing
picture of CIA

By SYLVIALANG R
Staff Writer - . : .

Syndicated colurnist Jack An-
derson and former Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) Director Wil-
liam Colby painted two quite dif-
ferent pictures of the CIA Friday
in separate apoearances before
the Minnesota Newspaper Asso-
ciation. . .

The association, meeting [or its
110th annual convention, . first
heard from Anderson who began .
his speech bv looking at the mi-
crophone and quipping. “'It's al-
ways nice to spesk into micro-
phounes you can see.”

Anderson. whose "Washington
Merry-Go-Round''  eolumn = ap-’
pears in these newspapers. ac-
cused the CIA of using a "Classi-
fied" stamp to censor material it
doesn’t want published. :

While admitting *‘for the safety
of eur country” certain things|
should not be published. Anderson
said, "It is the function of the
press to look to the cancer per-
meating our government and re-
port it.”

He accused the CIA of imning-
ing on that function by withhold-
ing news of ""wrongdoings. corrup-
tion and bouners it wants kept se-
cret."

Said Anderson, "The CIA won't
give out the information. claiming
it's classified. I maintain they put
two per cent of the secret stuff in
with 98 ‘per cent news the Ameri-
can public is entitled to know.”
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Until news about CIA activities
started breaking into the onen, ac-
cording to Andevson. the CIA wnd
certain government agencies were
operating in a subterranean world
of half-lighis — plotting murders.
committing burglaries. feoning
telephones illegallv and vielating
the law. We let sunlight jn justin
time."

He added.. ' When the CTA talks
about national security. it's really
talking about political securitv.”

Colby. at a vress conference im-
mediatey  following Anderson's
speech, was asked If the columnist
was _correct in saying the CIA had
exarcised censorship. .o

"Recommendations I've made
for legislation prove that neither I
nor the CIA advocate press cen-
sorship.” he said. "I simply be-
lieve there should be greater dis-
cipline put on those whose jobs
are to keep secrets."

. Colby, a St. Paul native, said
leaks of classified information
have endangered CIA dealings
with foreign countries. ""The feel-
ing is we aren't able tokeep se-
¢rets,"” Colby contended. .

The CIA has baen maligned, Col-

by asserted. “by being focused !

things instead of being locked at
overail."

He described the 2&-year-old
CIA as ''the best service there is
in the world" and said he is writ-
ing a book that will present the
CIA "in contrast somewhat with
the sensational treament it's been
receiving."

Colby also said he will submit
the book to the CIA for clearance. '

During the past year, Colby re-
lated. “'The investigation of the.
CIA has had its costs —leaks —
as well as its profits -—bringing
intelligence operations clearly un-
der the law and the Constitution.”

He said he expects now that
“Congress will be more energetic
in overseeing the CIA, and there
are ways provided in our Constitu-
tion to review any mistakes that
might be made.” The problems
the CIX is having with sublic dis-
trust, Colby noted, "'stem from the
past when intellizence was kept
totally secret. Now that its opera-
tions have been brougnt into the
ooen, the role of the CIA needs to
be explained to the American pub-
lic."

Asked afterward if he's seen the
movie "Three Davs of the Con-
dor* that delves into fictional CIA
foul-ups. he commented. smiling,
"Thought I'd pass that one up.” :
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